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(57) Abstract 



A method and apparatus for granting privileges for securely and selectively retrieving material such as data and databases, 
messages and other textual information, graphics, tables, analogs such as maps, facsimiles (FAX) of all manner of transmitted 
materials, audio such as voice or speech and music, video, images, and photographs, provided on storage media (22) utilizing in- 
formation encoded in the storage media. The storage media are included in one or more reading devices associated with a compu- 
ter or computers. A storage retrieval device (12), such as a smart card, is used in conjunction with the computer (20) to determine 
whether information retrieval by a particular user (14) to specific storage media (22) is granted. The storage media (22) can be 
sub-divided into a plurality of logical zones and access to all or a portion of the material on the storage media is granted based 
upon the logical zones to which the user (14) is allowed information retrieval. 
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR PROTECTING MATERIAL 
ON A STORAGE MEDIA & TRANSFERING MATERIAL OF THE MEDIA 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

5 In the approximately 45 years since the development of 

the first crude computer, our society has seen a virtual 
explosion of information storage as well as information process- 
ing machines. With the advent of the personal computer, this 
information explosion has permeated virtually every facet of our 

10 daily lives. In the business community, personal computers are 
used to store and process a large amount of material which was 
previously maintained in paper files. Similarly, many homes now 
include a personal computer for the storage of personal data as 
well as the processing of other types of information. 

15 During the infancy of the computer industry, when only 

very large companies or the government were able to afford to 
purchase and maintain relatively large mainframe computers 
provided with bulky storage media, security for access to this 
storage media was generally maintained by limiting access to the 

20 area in which the computer was stored as well as access to the 
computer itself. Typically, an authorized user was issued 
nothing, a computer password, or security card allowing access 
to the computer and any files included in the storage media 
utilized with the company. In other words, the person attempting 

25 to gain access to the computer must possess the knowledge and/ or 
the tools of the authorized user. However, used in the context 
of today's smaller personal computers and the utilization of 
relatively small, portable storage media, this type of security 
program has proven to be inadequate. For example, if the 

30 password or security card would be stolen from the authorized 
personnel, computer access to an unauthorized person would be 
granted. Additionally, since the storage media is relatively 
small in size and, due to the need for allowing access to the 
material provided on this storage media to various authorized 

3 5 personnel remote from one another, it is important that a system 
be developed in which the storage media can be sent to various 
locations without the security of the material on the media being 
compromised. 
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In this context, several methods have been developed 
for protecting access to software programs stored on storage 
media such as read-only-memory (ROM) . Examples of these devices 
are discussed in U.S. Patents 4,757,468 issued to Domenik et al 
5 and 4,740,890 issued to William. Both of these patents describe 
apparatuses for protecting software programs which will be 
distributed on a magnetic disk or similar storage media. 
Verification routines provided directly on the storage media are 
utilized to protect access to the entire program. However, no 

10 device has been developed in which storage media itself is 
utilized to protect non-program information, such as textual 
material, data, graphs, or other digitally stored material. 
Furthermore, since various personnel may be granted access to 
only selective material which would be on the storage disk, the 

15 scenarios described with respect to the Domenik et al and William 
patents would not be applicable to an instance in which various 
personnel would be granted access to only a limited portion of 
the material provided on the storage media. This is important 
since only a single master print of any entire file may be 

20 manufactured and distributed to various personnel with limited 
access of material granted to each of the personnel, if limiting 
access was not possible, various storage devices and guite 
possibly many more storage devices, must be manufactured and 
given to each of the personnel, based upon the section of the 

25 material to which each individual has been granted access. 

Similarly, no device was discovered in which the sto- 
rage media, provided with software program information thereon, 
is used to allow access to only a portion of the program 
information, or one or more programs from a plurality of 

30 programs. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The deficiencies of the prior art are overcome by the 
present invention which is directed to a method and system for 
granting complete or limited access to information stored in a 
5 storage medium or media utilizing information physically stored 
in the storage medium or media. The particular storage medium 
or media are included in an appropriate reader mechanism which 
is connected to a personal computer, minicomputer, or a mainframe 
computer having a means for entering personal and system access 
10 data therein, such as a keyboard. The storage medium can be any 
permanent or erasable item such as an optical disk, a CD ROM, a 
WORM, a floppy disk, a disk pack, or an integrated circuit card 
(such as a smart card or memory card), an optical card, as well 
as special items such as a BERNOULLI box disk, or any other type 
15 of storage medium. However, for simplicity's sake, we shall 
describe the present invention with respect to a CD ROM storage 
medium. Additionally, a storage accessing device (used inter- 
changeably herein with the following terms - personal accessing 
device (PAD) and smart card) provided with an encrypted or non- 
20 encrypted personal security key as well as personal identifica- 
tion code is included to allow an individual access to the 
storage medium or media. Furthermore, for ease of understanding 
the present invention, we shall describe the storage accessing 
device with respect to a SMART card that does not require an 
25 electronic, optical, capacitive or magnetic reader to receive or 
transmit personal and system data. 

Initially, when the CD ROM is mastered, the information 
storage portion of the CD ROM is broken up according to a 
predetermined classification system and stored in various logical 
30 zones, each of which contains a discrete set of databases or 
other material therein. There may be one or more logical zones 
recorded on the CD ROM. Users, based on their need to know, as 
well as the sensitivity of the material to be stored on the CD 
ROM, are accorded access privileges that correspond to previously 
35 designated logical zones. Based on an organization's or person's 
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storage classification system, materials are categorized and 
stored in the corresponding logical zones when the CD ROM is 
manufactured. Therefore, to grant each user information 
retrieval privileges, a determination is made as to which logical 
5 zones each particular user would be allowed access. Based upon 
this determination, each user is assigned a particular zone 
access code (ZAC) which is translated into corresponding logical 
zones using an access/ information management control device, such 
as an index table stored in the CD ROM. At the same time, paired 

10 to the ZAC, is a list of authorized system identification codes, 
each with its assigned unique Personal Security Key (PSK) . Each 
authorized user is assigned a ZAC and a unique system identifica- 
tion code. For extremely secure applications, the intended 
user's biometric coded information can be paired with the 

15 personal security key. The access/ information management control 
device would include the ZAC, the system identification code, the 
personal security key code, plus the possible use of biometric 
coded information, as well as the logical zones assigned to the 
ZAC for each user. This device can be included on the CD ROM in 

20 the form of an index table when it is manufactured. 

For example, when an individual wishes to gain access 
to the CD ROM, the user would correctly enter his particular 
personal identification code in the aforementioned smart card PAD 
to activate it, which would then display both the ZAC as well as 

25 the system identification code in either encrypted or non- 
encrypted form. The user, utilizing a keyboard, would enter this 
code into the computer which then compares the decrypted or 
encrypted codes obtained from both the smart card and CD ROM and 
if a match is obtained, would then verify that this particular 

30 system identification (ID) code is proper and that material this 
accessor seeks access to is stored on the storage medium or 
media. The computer then retrieves the paired personal security 
key (SK) . The computer would then generate a random number which 
is displayed upon its screen to serve as a challenge to the 

35 personal accessing device (smart card) . The user would input 
this random number into the smart card via its keypad. The smart 
card as well as the computer are provided with a particular 
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encryption/decryption algorithm (alternately a security processor 
chip) . Both the computer and the smart card would simultaneously 
compute a response to the challenge code (random number) and this 
response is displayed on the smart card's display screen. This 
5 displayed response is then entered into the computer through its 
keyboard to determine whether there is a match. If a match is 
shown to have occurred, the computer will then display all the 
material names (directories) therein for the logical zones which 
access privileges have been granted and allow the user access to 

10 these logical zones provided in the storage medium or media. 

Further, the system then releases the System Security 
Key (SSK) , or alternatively the security key paired with each 
logical zone, which is transferred to the information processing 
device's or computer's volatile random access memory (RAM) or to 

15 the security processor chip board installed in the information 
processing device or computer. The system security key or 
logical zone security key is used to decrypt all the privileged 
encrypted material transferred from the CD ROM. The information 
processing device's or computer's copy of the system security key 

20 or logical zone security key(s) is destroyed when the information 
processing device or computer loses its power or if said device 
or computer concludes its CD ROM activities and is then used for 
other applications. Each CD ROM has its own system security key 
and/ or logical zone security key(s) recorded on it which would 

25 be retrieved by the information processing device or computer for 
use during search and retrieval and indexing activities when 
authorized user access is established. Alternatively, the 
decryption algorithm can be stored on the smart card and the 
decryption of information would take place in the smart card and 

30 this information is then transferred to the computer for viewing 
and processing. 

The CD ROM search and retrieval and indexing program 
can be stored either on items such as floppy disks to be used at 
the time of CD ROM operation, on the information processing 
35 device's or computer's permanent memory, on the CD ROM, or on 
both the CD ROM and smart card PAD. 
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If a type of contact or contactless smart card is used 
which requires a non-human reader, the operation is very similar 
to the activities described above. The personal identification 
code can be entered via the computer keyboard or via a keypad on 
5 the PAD reader. The entry of the correct personal identification 
code enables the smart card to start transmission and the paired 
ZAC and system identification codes which are stored in the smart 
card processor's memory (e.g., EPROM or EEPROM) are transmitted 
to the computer. Based on the transmitted ZAC, the 

10 access/ information management control device such as an index 
table on the storage media is searched to determine if there is 
a match. If the corresponding ZAC is not stored in the 
access/ information management control device of the storage 
medium or media, a message is displayed on the computer screen 

15 that access will not be granted. If there is a match of the 
ZAC's, then the associated system identification codes stored on 
the storage medium or media are accessed until an exact match is 
found. If no match of the system identification code is found, 
the accessor will not be granted access. If an exact match is 

20 found, the personal security key paired with the user's system 
identification code is retrieved by the computer and is used to 
operate upon a randomly computer generated number. At the same 
time, the random number is also transmitted to the smart card PAD 
reader which inputs the number to the smart card. The authorized 

25 user's smart card PAD has both an identical or cooperating 
encryption/decryption algorithm or processor chip and personal 
security key to that of the information processing device or 
computer and the CD ROM. The smart card operates on the random 
number using its internally stored personal security key and 

30 transmits the result through the PAD reader to the computer or 
information processing device. The information processing device 
or computer uses an encryption/ decryption algorithm or processor 
chip in its process to compare the results of both operations 
upon the random number. if a match occurs, the accessor 's 

35 authorized status is ascertained and the predetermined access 
privileges are granted. 
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With respect to. the software program application, while 
prior art devices include verification routines provided on the 
storage media to protect access to the entire program, no prior 
art device, however, limits access to only a portion of this 
5 program, or access to one program from two or more stored 
programs. Additionally, access can be provided to one or more 
programs from a plurality of programs. To prevent unauthorized 
display and retrieval of material, the personal accessing device 
can be programmed to permit metering such as only one download 

10 or a specific number of downloads of the portion of the program 
or one or more programs from a plurality of programs on the media 
allowed access by the user. 

Furthermore, the present invention can have application 
when the computer is embedded in another device or system. For 

15 example, if the computer is provided in a facsimile system, 
material recovered by the facsimile device or system could be 
accessed only by the proper use of an individual's PAD. 

Additionally, the present invention is not limited to 
be used within a single stand-alone computer, processor or 

2 0 microprocessor, but could also be used in a local area network 
(LAN) , wide area network (WAN) or point-to-point (PTP) communica- 
tion network. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OP THE DRAWINGS 

These and other advantages of the objects of the inven- 
tion can be understood from the following detailed description 
of a preferred embodiment of the invention described in conjunc- 
5 tion with the drawings wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram of the system of the present 

invention; 

Fig. 2 is a diagram of a typical personal accessing 

device ; 

0 Fig. 3 is a flow diagram of a method of obtaining 

information retrieved of material on the storage media based upon 
the present invention; 

Fig. 4 is a diagram showing multiple entries or user 
accounts in the index table of a storage medium; 

5 Fig. 5 is a flow diagram of a second method of granting 

display and retrieval of material recorded on the storage media; 

Fig. 6 is a diagram showing the use of the present 
invention in the field of facsimile transmissions; 

Fig. 7 and 8 are diagrams showing the use of the 
0 present invention in various communication networks; and 

Fig. 9 is a diagram showing paired security keys with 
multiple user system identification codes (SIC) in the sample 
index -table of a storage medium for one user. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 



The present invention is directed to a method and 
apparatus for granting access to information such as data and 
databases, messages and other textual information, graphics, 
5 tables, analogs such as maps, facsimiles (FAX) of all manner of 
transmitted materials, audio such as voice or speech and music, 
video, images, photographs, or the like provided on a storage 
medium or media such as a CD ROM, or erasable optical and 
magnetic media, or the like. Contrary to most methods and 

10 devices for allowing access to the material provided on a storage 
medium or media, wherein access is granted to a computer included 
a storage media file, the present invention grants access to the 
storage media itself or a portion thereof based upon an 
access/ information management control device such as an index 

15 table included directly on the storage medium or media. The 
storage medium, for example purposes hereinafter a CD ROM, can 
be, if desired, divided into a plurality of logical zones. Based 
upon a user's need to know, access can be granted to all of the 
logical zones or to one or a particular combination of logical 

20 zones. Based upon these logical zones, the user is assigned a 
zone access code, along with a system identification code or 
codes, and a personal security key or keys. For a more secure 
system, biometric coded information can also be assigned as part 
of the personal identifier. This information for each of the 

25 users is stored on the CD ROM along with the translation of each 
zone access code into its corresponding logical zone(s) . 
Additionally, each of the users is assigned a Personal Identifi- 
cation Code (PIC) for use with the smart card PAD to corroborate 
the user's identity and thereafter enable the smart card to 

30 initiate the challenge-response dialogue with the storage medium 
or media. 

Once all of the relevant information is directly pro- 
vided for a user within the CD ROM as well as a Personal 
Accessing Device (PAD) such as a smart card, a user can gain 
35 access to privileged storage media contents utilizing the system 
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10 illustrated with respect to FIG. 1. As shown therein, access 
to the storage media CD ROM is provided utilizing a personal 
accessing device 12. This device 12 can be various configura- 
tions of devices. As a smart card, it can be the type of smart 
5 card which would automatically interface with an automatic reader 
16 connected to a computer or information processing device 20, 
or through the intervention of a human reader 14 with a keyboard 
18. The computer or information processing device would run the 
gamut from equipment such as microcomputers, to minicomputers to 

10 mainframe computers. For illustrative purposes only, we shall 
discuss the present invention with respect to a smart card PAD 
24 shown in Fig. 2 with a keypad and liquid crystal display. An 
ON/OFF key 26 of the smart card 24 is depressed and the smart 
card is turned on. Inactivity within a predetermined time period 

15 will turn the PAD off automatically. Additionally, it is noted 
that the smart card may use an encryption/decryption algorithm 
and/or processor chip, or any other encryption device if a 
security key device is employed with the CD ROM. Once the smart 
card is turned on and the correct personal identification code 

20 is entered into the smart card, and with the CD ROM inserted 
into a storage medium reader or drive 22, the challenge-response 
process is ready to begin. 

Initially, the user would input a four digit or charac- 
ter personal identification code (PIC) into the smart card 24 via 

25 the keyboard 28. It is noted that the exact number of digits of 
the pic is sized commensurate with the degree of protection 
sought and could consist of alphanumeric characters. The 
integrated circuit or microprocessor chip provided in the smart 
card contains the user's system identification code that will 

30 enable the computer or information processing device identify 
the authorized user of the PAD. Typical system identification 
codes 34 are shown in the illustrative storage medium's 
access/inf ormation management control devices index table with 
respect to FIG. 4. Although the authorized user's security 

35 identification code consists of a two-digit zone access code, and 
a six-digit system identification code, the exact number of 
digits employed, as well as the use of alphanumerics can be 
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modified based upon system needs and preference. The code is 
displayed on 30 of the smart card. Once the security identifica- 
tion code is displayed on the smart card 24 , the user enters it 
into the computer or information processing device 20 via 
5 keyboard 18. At this point , the corresponding zone access code 
is searched for in the index table to find out if the storage 
medium or media contains stored material for that zone access 
code's privileges. If the corresponding zone access code is 
missing from the storage medium's or media's index table (s) , then 

10 a message will be displayed on the computer or information 
processing device screen 20 indicating that access is denied. 
If the zone access codes match, then the computer or information 
processing device verifies that the accessor may have privileges 
to material stored on the CD ROM(s) and will look up the paired 

15 personal security key 38 stored on the CD ROM to determine if the 
user is the owner of the PAD. To ensure that the security aspect 
of the present invention is as inclusive as possible, the 
personal security key can be encrypted directly in the CD ROM. 
The zone access code 32 corresponds to the particular logical 

20 zones assigned to one or more authorized users. For example, as 
shown in FIG. 4, a Zone Access Code (ZAC) of 33 corresponds to 
the logical zone 36 portion of the index table indicating that 
for logical zones 10 and 11, a maximum of nine authorized users 
will be allowed access. 

25 Any one of the logical zones on the CD ROM can contain 

one or more databases or other material and therefore each 
logical zone is of varying size. Therefore, as shown, for 
example, any one of the zone access codes can be assigned to one 
or more users, who in turn, can be assigned individualized system 

30 identification codes associated with that zone access code from 
the total of up to 1,000,000 unique code numbers available for 
a six digit code. Certainly, if more user codes are required, 
alphanumeric characters can be used or the number of characters 
of the system identification codes 34 can be increased. 

35 To further the example, a special logical zone can be 

set aside to control the downloading of data from the storage 
medium or media. As shown in FIG. 4, the zone access code 32 
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value of 01 corresponds to logical zone access privileges 1, 9, 
26. Zone access code 02 gives authorized users access to the 
same three logical zones of 1, 9, 26, but the addition of logical 
zone 99 enables the authorized user to download the stored 
5 material. Without logical zone 99 privileges, an authorized user 
could not perform downloading. Also, downloading privileges can 
be assigned to one or more but not to all the logical zones to 
which a user has privileges. 

Once the zone access code and system identification 

10 code are entered and accessed and matches confirmed, the personal 
security key code paired with this system identification code is 
utilized to verify that the user is not just the possessor but 
indeed the true owner of the PAD. 

A random number generator provided within the computer 

15 or information processing device 20 generates a random number, 
such as a four-digit number which is displayed by the computer 
or information processing device and serves as a challenge to the 
smart card 24. The user depresses the challenge key 38 and 
enters the random number into a smart card 24 using the keypad 

20 28 and then depresses the enter key 40. An identical or 
cooperating encryption/decryption algorithm separate or incorpo- 
rated within a processor chip and personal security key provided 
in both the computer or information processing device 20 as well 
as the smart card 24 performs an operation on the random number. 

25 The response to the challenge by the smart card is displayed and 
this number is entered into the keyboard 18. The computer or 
information processing device then compares this result with the 
result that it generated utilizing the CD ROM transmitted 
personal security key which is paired to the system identifica- 

30 tion code. If these two results are identical, access to the 
particular logical zones corresponding to the zone access code 
32 would be allowed to that particular user. 

This type of system would allow the CD ROM to be 
distributed among a number of authorized users for material 

35 retrieval, allowing each user access potentially to all or to 
only a discrete portion of the information included in the CD 
ROM, according to each user's access privileges. 
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Alternatively, as illustrated with respect to Figure 
5, the material provided on the storage media can be 
encrypted/ decrypted utilizing the personal access device. 
Storage media and the access/ information management control 
5 device can be initially organized or dynamically re-organized 
during the operation of the computer to include one or more 
logical zones for the user's or users' material, a logical zone 
or zones to store any software that is to be recorded on the 
storage media, and one or more logical zones for the management 

10 control information. In this embodiment, the security transac- 
tions are performed within the smart card PAD for maximal 
security since it is located closest to the user. When a user 
is authorized access to the computer or information processing 
device, by any method, the personal identification code (PIC) is 

15 entered, the smart card is activated, and the "starter program" 
is initialized. This "starter program" released by the smart 
card PAD fetches a program stored on the secure storage media and 
also signals the secure storage media via the computer to 
transmit the directory of each logical zone specified by the zone 

20 access code (ZAC) stored in the smart card. The security control 
key for each logical zone is stored in the smart card and the 
retrieved directories of each addressed logical zone are 
decrypted in the smart card and transmitted back to the computer 
for display. The user then engages in search and retrieval and 

25 indexing activities. The retrieved user material is decrypted 
by the security system within the smart card and transmitted back 
to the computer for temporary storage, use and display. Since 
the security system within the smart card is maximally secure, 
this technique overcomes the vulnerabilities of current microcom- 

30 puter design, whereby activity on the backplane or bus of the 
computer can be possibly monitored and the security compromised. 

The CD ROM or any type of storage media which is uti- 
lized would operate in conjunction with search and retrieval and 
indexing software stored in a number of ways such as on the CD 
35 ROM or on the computer's or information processing device's non- 
volatile memory. If it is stored on floppy disks or other 
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reusable media, such as the computer's hard disk, these media can 
be updated as necessary to detect and deactivate outdated, 
duplicated or lost personal accessing devices, such as smart 
cards, which are presented for system access* An added feature 
5 could be that if a reported lost smart card 12 was used to gain 
access, and the computer or information processing device 20 
determined it was a lost smart card, a "killer" challenge code 
could be displayed, which when entered into the smart card would 
deactivate the device. 

10 As illustrated in FIG. 1, an automatic reader 16 can 

be employed instead of manually inputting the information onto 
the smart card 12 or the computer keyboard by the human reader. 
In this instance, the smart card 12 and the computer or informa- 
tion processing device 2 0 would after the correct personal 

15 identification code is given, engage in its dialogue automatical- 
ly to determine whether access by the accessor would be allowed. 

Although the present invention has been described, up 
until this point, with respect to retrieving material provided 
in a storage medium or media included in a single computer, the 

20 invention can be extended to a computer system embedded in a 
second device or system. In this embodiment, a computer system 
or microprocessor, with or without additional memory, input/ 
output channels, peripheral storage devices, etc. is combined 
with another device or system. When the security aspect of the 

25 combined device or system is not active, the operation of the 
original device or system functions without the restrictions or 
controls imposed by the present invention. For example, as 
illustrated with respect to Figure 6, the teachings of the 
present invention can be embedded within a facsimile (FAX) device 

30 or store-and-forward facsimile message system to yield a secure 
computerized FAX (SCFAX) . The SCFAX permits one, several or many 
users who are sharing the FAX device or system to retrieve the 
secure messages upon demand. For non-secure messages, the FAX 
device or system would operate as it does normally, printing out 

35 messages as they are received or scheduled and the users would 
sort through these messages to select their own. While using the 
SCFAX system, recipients are dynamically assigned on demand or 
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by pre-arranged design, unique logical zones for the secure 
messages. Attached or built into each SCFAX terminal 50, 52 is 
a smart card reader/writer 54, 56. Each user of the SCFAX is 
issued a smart card PAD which is used as an identification and 
5 access device. Alternatively, the SCFAX terminal can be used 
with a smart card PAD where the recipient acts as the reader, or 
with another type of PAD, such as a magnetic stripe card. 

The SCFAX communications system would operate as 
follows. The sender (i.e., an organization or an individual) 

10 loads a particular message/ document to be transmitted into the 
SCFAX communications system or device through a computer terminal 
or facsimile terminal, and inserts or prompts the insertion of 
the sender's smart card into the smart card reader 54. The 
sender then inputs the individual's or organization's smart card 

15 PIC through a keyboard /keypad, voice recognition system, or other 
input device or system capable of recognizing and interpreting 
alphanumeric characters or phrases 58 . Upon input of the correct 
PIC, the smart card PAD is activated and a "starter program" is 
initialized. The sender then dials the recipient's communica- 

20 tions address, or requests the system to validate and identify, 
generally through a system directory, an appropriate SCFAX 
communications destination address (e.g., a telephone number) for 
delayed, scheduled or immediate transmission to the recipient. 
At the time the connection is made to the recipient's station or 

25 to an intermediate storage system (i.e., for store-and-f orward 
facsimile services) , the normal FAX management information is 
exchanged and the sender's desired mode of secured communica- 
tions, as identified by the initial smart card data and 
recipient's code number or public encryption key, notifies the 

30 recipient's terminal 52 or intermediary storage device that the 
transmitted message /document is to be stored securely and only 
will be released to the specified recipient. If the recipient's 
unique code number or public encryption key is listed in the 
receiving device's or intermediate storage SCFAX directory, the 

35 name or other unique identifier of the recipient is then 
transmitted back to the sending terminal or intermediate storage 
system (for store-and-f orward FAX) for sender verification. 
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After the computing system, or the sender in the case 
of point-to-point (PTP) intermediate communications, matches and 
confirms that the intended recipient is logged-on and available 
to the receiving terminal, transmission occurs from the sending 
5 SCFAX terminal or from the intermediate store-and-f orward storage 
system or from the recipient's SCFAX (receiving terminal). As 
a protection feature, if some preset number such as three 
successive incorrect codes for the recipient are entered, an 
internal smart card PAD protect program places the smart card in 

10 the alarm and rejection mode and subsequent transmissions are not 
possible. Clearing of this mode can be performed by an autho- 
rized designated source. The message can only be released at the 
recipient's terminal, i.e., imprinted or visual form, when the 
recipient has physically placed his smart card into the smart 

15 card reader and has successfully entered the correct PIC. 

In another embodiment of the present invention which 
is less secure than using a smart card PAD, either the keyboard 
or keypad 58 of the FAX terminals or devices could serve as the 
sender's and recipient's PAD. This embodiment is susceptible to 

20 visual eavesdropping and lacks the entire element of protection 
offered users who possess their own PAD. This embodiment 
embraces what a user knows, but does not use the other protective 
element of what a person has (a PAD) nor does it permit the added 
element of protection of what a person is (a biometric measure) . 

25 Another example of an embedded application for the 

present invention would include the range of services commonly 
known as store-and-f orward voice services or "voice-mail" where 
voice communications are transmitted by the sender at will and 
the system delivers the message based upon a set of design 

30 conditions. The present invention is applicable to this type of 
information delivery and to "E Mail" or electronic mail message 
services, also achieving delivery of information without both 
sender and recipient interacting in concurrent or simultaneous 
exchanges of information. Similarly, the invention may be 

35 embedded in current and new configurations and architectures for 
store-and-forward data communications, where messages are 
originated and transmitted from the sender's station without 
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knowing the recipient is available at any particular receiving 
station . 

At such s tor e-and- forward applications, the recipient 
identifies his physical location dynamically by a variety of 
5 sign-on procedures so that the system directory can identify 
where to send information generated for each recipient. The 
above system embodiments are also appropriate to systems where 
a single sender may wish to transmit identical information to 
more than one recipient (point-to-multipoint communications) . 

10 Another level of security is achieved by the way the 

scanned information is transmitted to the receiving SCFAX. For 
low level applications, the scanned document is transmitted in 
a normal manner and the received message is recorded in a logical 
zone already existing for each recipient, or dynamically created 

15 at transmission time, on the SCFAX storage medium or media. As 
more messages are received for that party, additional space is 
automatically allocated to the recipient's logical zone. 

For higher security applications, each scan line along 
with the control information can be specifically encoded and then 

2 0 encrypted by the sender's smart card using the recipient's public 
encryption key or any encryption/ decryption schema dependent upon 
the environment, be it unclassified, or not. The encrypted 
message/document is then transmitted and stored in the recip- 
ient's logical zone on the SCFAX storage medium or media or 

25 within the store and forward storage media. When the recipients 
want to retrieve messages, they insert their smart cards into the 
SCFAX readers, input their unique PIC's using the SCFAX keypad, 
a keyboard, or voice recognition module, and if the PIC is 
correct, the smart card can retrieve a summary directory of the 

30 logical zone and display or print a message at the SCFAX unit, 
such as "3 messages, total 17 pages." As explained hereinabove, 
three incorrect tries to initiate the smart card PAD could result 
in an alarm and rejection mode condition. The recipient can 
either have the messages outputed at this point or as an interim 

35 step can depress a control key to output a summary listing of all 
his messages. The summary lists each message/document by 
identifying number and indicates information such as who it is 
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from, the time it was received, and how many pages. The 
recipient can then have all the messages/documents printed out 
or can selectively pick out only which ones he wants at that time 
to have outputed by listing the appropriate identification 
5 numbers. The recipient's smart card then uses the internally 
stored encryption key to decrypt the messages /documents for 
output . 

Figures 7 and 8 illustrate the application of the 
present invention to local area networks, wide area networks and 

10 point-to-point/point-to-multipoint communications. In these 
systems, various users and computers are interconnected to one 
another by fiber or wire for electronic or optical communica- 
tions, or a wireless system whether by satellite or terrestrial 
means. Security storage media can be controlled at a transmis- 

15 sion site, receiver site, network file server and from any of a 
plurality of work stations. 

For purposes of explanation, consider a LAN wherein the 
secure storage medium is controlled from a file server 60 which 
would include a secure storage medium having an index table such 

20 as shown with respect to Figure 4. A user of the LAN is 
currently using non-secure data and then has need to access 
certain secure material. The user inserts his smart card PAD in 
the smart card reader of one of the work stations 62 (see Figure 
7). The user would then key in his PIC from the computer 

25 keyboard and the smart card starter program is executed. The 
user selects the secure storage system selection from the work 
station's displayed menu of options and the smart card transmits 
his encrypted security identification code to the file server. 
The file server checks to ensure that the user has privileges on 

30 the secure storage medium or media. If a match is found for the 
user's security identification code, the file server then 
transmits the directory of each logical zone that the user's 
security identification code's ZAC has specified as user 
privileges. The directories could have been stored in clear or 

35 encrypted text. If encrypted, the file server uses its system 
encryption key for each logical zone, decrypts each directory, 
and then re-encrypts each directory using the user's personal 
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security key. The encrypted directories are transmitted to the 
work station and are decrypted by the user's smart card using the 
identical personal security key which is stored in the smart 
card. The user selects the databases, files, or other materials 
5 he both wants and is authorized to address, and sends this 
information back to the file server. The file server decrypts 
the user material from the secure storage media and if the user 
does not have down-load privileges, he uses his work station to 
communicate the search and retrieval and indexing activities he 

10 wants the file server to perform. If the user does have down- 
loading privileges for one or more logical zones, that user 
material can be transmitted encrypted, using the user's personal 
security key, to the user's work station. 

As a further example, public key encryption (PKE) can 

15 also be used. Whenever the file server is about to transmit user 
material to the user's work station, the file server uses the 
system key to decrypt the material and then using the user's 
public encryption key (PbEK) to re-encrypt the material before 
transmitting it to the work station where it is decrypted in the 

20 smart card using the user's stored private encryption key (PrEK) . 
This invention could also be used to transmit, store, protect and 
permit access to messages/documents containing any type of 
information such as text, data, images, graphics, voice, audio, 
video and analogs to users on the LAN, WAN or PTP communications 

25 or to users and other similar networks who receive the informa- 
tion or media sent by physical delivery means. 

Public key encryption can also be used to protect and 
transmit materials stored in logical zones and secure storage 
media at the user's work station, to other users on the network 

30 or to users on other interconnected networks. 

Another embodiment of this invention, machines as well 
as people, can interface with machines in the secure transfer of 
information products such as data and databases, messages and 
other textual information, graphics, tables, analogs such as 

35 maps, facsimiles of all manner of transmitted materials, audio 
such as speech or voice and music, video, images, photographs or 
the like. In these embodiments, the protected material could 
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have been stored in unencrypted form if the sensitivity of the 
material was such that encryption was not necessary, and the 
steps of encryption and decryption are automatically bypassed as 
determined by the PAD'S secure program* 
5 The present invention allows for remote metering by 

programming the smart card PAD'S to allow authorized users a 
specific number of information retrievals from one or more 
specified logical zones or to operate with these logical zones 
for a specific time period, such as a specified number of 

10 minutes, a day or even weeks or months. This data availability 
feature is useful to limit and control user privileges, such as 
for employees and subscribers. It also encourages and permits 
new information distribution services whereby information 
providers are assured of usage-based revenues even though the 

15 storage media are not connected to a central computer. For 
authorized users who have the type of smart card PAD for which 
the user serves as a smart card reader, a courier, mail or 
personal telephone service can be employed to send the user an 
updated code that is entered as part of a re-initialization 

20 routine to renew or update user privileges. For smart cards that 
use an electromechanical or other type of reader /writers, update 
codes can be transmitted by fiber or wire for electronic or 
optical communications, or wireless whether by satellite or 
terrestrial means to the user's computer system to update the 

25 access privileges. 

For remote users, it is also possible to update the 
storage media's recorded material that was sent to the user. For 
example, a service that distributes databases on CD ROM's to 
remote subscribers or other users could have supplemental 

30 materials supplied to them as part of an update service. A 
recording medium such as a Write Once Read Many (WORM) device or 
the computer's magnetic memory can be used to record update 
material which is transmitted by fiber, wire or wireless to 
remote users. The user's smart card is used to filter from the 

35 transmitted material only those materials that are in the logical 
zones for which the user has privileges. Also, while the central 
source is communicating with the recipient's smart card during 
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normal update activities, the recipient's smart card can be 
interrogated to determine such things as how many accesses or 
length of time the smart card was in use, in order to appropri- 
ately bill the user. 
5 m situations where a user reports that his PAD has 

been lost, management can engage a program which can detect a 
reported "lost" PAD as being used to try to gain access to a 
protective storage medium. For magnetic stripe PAD'S, the system 
can erase the information recorded on the magnetic stripe. If 

10 the lost PAD is a smart card, the computer can send back a 
challenge or identity code which the smart card will determine 
is the signal to deactivate itself, whenever the PAD is communi- 
cating with the computer as part of a "dialogue." If this 
invention is used in situations in which the users can be subject 

15 to harm if they did not provide the correct PIC to activate the 
smart card, an alternate PIC can be issued to the users which 
will link to a special security identification code which will 
provide logical zone privileges for only non-secure user material 
or materials specifically prepared for this purpose. Additional- 

20 ly, once the alternate PIC is used, the original PIC would be 
deactivated automatically so that the original privileged user 
logical zones are no longer available. 

The present invention could also be used to provide 
protection for commercial databases or other materials, obtain- 

25 able for a fee via a pay for use telephone service. Databases 
can be maintained in logical zones on computer systems which are 
time shared. Subscribers can purchase permission privileges to 
one or more logical zones and also be charged uniquely for the 
amount of time and time of day when they were on-line with the 

30 computer service, as well as the type of service and for other 
special computer services used. This information is recorded on 
the smart card PAD'S protected memory and down-loaded periodi- 
cally to the computer service for billing purposes. This unique 
process greatly simplifies data processing and administration of 

35 billing and allows pre-paid access changes at discounted rates 
to encourage new services. 
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The present invention contemplates the use of any 
number of encryption algorithms. In this context, public key 
encryption (PKE) can be used alone or in conjunction with other 
security techniques. For example, a challenge-response technique 
5 can be used as an initial barrier to a user. If the user could 
not pass this initial test, the system would render itself 
useless. If this test was passed successfully, then public and 
private encryption keys could be employed in the actual transfer 
and decryption of the retrieved material. If a user passes the 

10 challenge-response test, then the same smart card PAD, alone or 
in combination with a second or multiple number of smart cards, 
can also be used for the PKE operation. The material the user 
requested is down- loaded from the secure storage medium, 
decrypted using a system security key and then re-encrypted using 

15 the user's public encryption key. The encrypted material is then 
sent to the user either by a local area network (LAN) or directly 
from the work station's secure storage medium and is transmitted 
to the user's smart card which employs its stored private 
encryption key to decrypt the retrieved data which are then sent 

20 back to the computer for use and display. Public key encryption 
can also be used to protect and transmit materials stored in 
logical zones of secure storage media at the user's work station, 
to other users on a local or wide area network, or to users on 
other interconnected networks and point-to-point communications. 

25 User access privileges can be given, denied an altered 

at the user's site at anytime. New employees can be given 
customized information retrieval privileges, which are automati- 
cally timed for "short time," or "long time" action as determined 
by the smart card PAD's internally controlled time settings. 

30 Current employees can have their access privileges expanded or 
contracted, and departing employees can have all of their 
privileges revoked instantly. All of these privilege changes can 
be accomplished without modifying any of the material recorded 
on the secure storage medium. User privileges can be removed or 

35 altered by taking away a person's PAD or by exchanging a user's 
PAD with one that has the desired privileges, or by changing the 



WO 94/00936 PCT/US92/05022 

23 

security identification code in the user's existing PAD so that 
a new zone access code has the desired user privileges. 

The size and distribution of the contents of each 
logical zone are dictated by the amount of material being stored 
5 and by the type of media. For distributions of recorded 
material, such as on permanent storage CD ROM's, all the material 
within each logical zone is stored in proximity with one another 
to take advantage of faster seek times. For erasable storage 
media, such as magnetic and magnetic-optical, user material of 

10 varying lengths which would be stored in available space as part 
of a dynamic storage management process of assigning new 
authorized recipients and their information retrieval privileges 
in the system's access/ information management control device, and 
dynamically assigning new variable length logical zones for 

15 storing material when it is received, recording it in the 
assigned logical zones and then erasing it when necessary. 

Multiple system identification codes with "paired - 
personal" security keys can be given to each user to further 
thwart an intruder who might be able to plant a device to monitor 

20 the bus or backplane of a computer and gain information about the 
user's security access codes and keys. Within the user's smart 
card PAD and also recorded on the secure storage medium are an 
exact matching set of unique system identification codes (SICs) 
with "paired - security" keys for a specific zone access code as 

25 illustrated for one authorized user with respect to Figure 9. 
The organization security staff may permit the same SICs and 
paired personal security keys to be sequenced again and again or 
may re-initialize the user's smart card with a new set of 
variable codes on a periodic basis. In operation, each time the 

30 user starts using the system, the next SIC would be sequenced 
along with the paired - security key. 

Depending on the level of security designed into the 
system, the stored user material can range from unencrypted, to 
scrambled, to encrypted form. The security of the user material 

35 is also established by controlling the permissions within any 
logical zone. In a timeshared system or a store-and-f orward 
system for voice and message communications, where logical zone 
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control over the user material and physical control over the 
storage media can be maintained in both the system level and the 
recipient device level, the level of security may be deemed 
adequate for the system to have unencrypted user material. One 
5 advantage for doing this is to save the time and cost of 
encryption and decryption. It may also be desired in certain 
applications to mix unencrypted and encrypted material together 
in the same system. 

As described in this application, the present invention 

10 presents a very flexible system which can have from one to at 
least 16 levels of management protection relating to controlled 
access, controlled addressability , information management control 
and security. The invention can use many public and proprietary 
encryption systems and can be retrofitted easily into existing 

15 systems without affecting their operation when the security and 
operation of the invention is not being used. 

The lowest level of management protection is obtained 
when non-encrypted material is stored in logical zones and the 
PAD is a simplistic device such as a keypad or keyboard which are 

20 part of the computer system. If a magnetic stripe card is used 
as a PAD, two levels of management protection are present because 
it involves the use of one or two passwords which the user must 
know and the magnetic stripe card which the user must have in 
order to gain access to the system. A third level of management 

25 protection is achieved if the user's material is encrypted. A 
fourth level of management protection is achieved if the PAD is 
a smart card and the decryption and security log-on are performed 
within the smart card. A fifth level of management protection 
is achieved if biometrics are used to identify the user. A sixth 

30 level of management protection is achieved by using logical zones 
as mutually exclusive variable length storage areas to separate 
user material based on a "need to know" and a control mechanism. 
A seventh level of management protection is achieved by control- 
ling user down-loading privileges for each of the logical zones 

35 for which the user has privileges. An eighth level of management 
protection is that users can only see and use the directories for 
the logical zones for which they have access privileges. A ninth 
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level of management protection is the employment of metering 
techniques within the smart card to limit both the number of 
accesses and/or a specified time period during which the smart 
can be used* A tenth level of management protection is the use 
5 of one or more encryption systems. For example, DES can be used 
in a challenge-response technique to determine if the holder of 
the smart card is the real owner. Furthermore, the question of 
real ownership may have to be additionally determined several 
times during the course of the privileged activity. No user 

10 material would be transmitted until this step is confirmed. 
Then, the same smart card or an additional smart card can be used 
with public key encryption to control the transfer of user 
material from the secure storage medium to the user's device. 
An eleventh level of management protection is that all the 

15 management control material, systems software, and user material 
can be stored on the storage medium in separate logical zones. 
A twelfth level of management protection is the ability to issue 
each user a new PAD based on a "need to know" and to be able to 
expand or reduce the user's permission privileges either before 

20 or after the storage medium is recorded. A thirteenth level of 
management protection is the ability to disable a user's PAD if 
the PIC is entered incorrectly a preset number of times. A 
fourteenth level of security protection is that reported lost 
PAD'S which are not returned by former subscribers or employees, 

25 can be disabled if they are ever used again. A fifteenth level 
of management protection occurs if PAD'S are attempted to be used 
beyond their authorized privileged time period after which time 
they are disabled. A sixteenth level of management protection 
is that the system software can be controlled in a variety of 

30 ways such as resident in plain text on the computer system's 
permanent storage yielding a low level of protection, or resident 
on the secure medium or media in either plain text or encrypted 
form for higher levels of protection, or encrypted on the secure 
medium or media but will only be fetched for operation when it 

35 is addressed by a "starter program" that is stored in the user's 
PAD and then transmitted by the PAD only after the correct PIC 
is entered. 
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While the invention has been illustrated in some detail 
by various examples, according to the preferred embodiments shown 
in the accompanying drawings, there is no intention to limit the 
invention to such detail. On the contrary, it is intended to 
5 cover all modifications, alterations and equivalents falling 
within the spirit and scope of the appended claims. 
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OTAT IS CLAIMED ISs 

1. A security system for granting user entities access, 
according to their uniquely assigned privileges , to material 
stored in logical zones on any form of storage medium, and to 
5 permit user entities to manage, operate upon and communicate, as 
enabled by those assigned privileges, both secure and selective 
materials in said logical zones provided by one or more storage 
entities, said system comprising: 

a wired or wireless communications network provided with two 
10 or more nodes, at each of which node an operation or procedure 
can be performed; 

at least two computer processing and storage entities 
containing storage medium or media, each of said computer 
processing and storage entities connected to said communications 
15 network; 

said storage entities containing storage medium or media 
allowing erasable or non-erasable formatting and recording with 
stored material into a plurality of information storage and 
retrieval and management control and user entity material logical 
2 0 zones, each of said logical zones provided with particular 
material therein, said storage medium or media directly provided 
thereon with an access management control means for indicating 
which of said user logical zone or zones on any of said storage 
medium or media the user entity will be allowed to access and 
25 perform the selective privileged operations of reading, writing, 
replacing, deleting, modifying and communicating based upon 
access request information provided to the system by the user, 
said access management control means provided in each said 
storage medium or media at a location remote from, and non- 
30 contiguous with, said user logical zones; 

means in each storage entity for selectively reading 
material provided in said plurality of logical zones as well as 
material provided in said access management control means of said 
storage medium or media or for selectively creating, modifying 
35 or deleting logical zones and selectively reading, writing, 
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replacing, deleting and modifying the content of material 
provided in said plurality of logical zones as well as material 
provided in said access management control means of said storage 
medium or media; 
5 a personal accessing device; 

a means for providing an interface coupling for exchanging 
information between said personal accessing device and at least 
one of said computer processing and storage entities, said 
personal accessing device containing a security identification 

10 code to enable said personal accessing device to be in communi- 
cation with any of said computer processing and storage entities 
for transmitting said security identification code to said 
computer processing and storage entities; 

a means for disabling said personal accessing device if an 

15 incorrect personal identification code is entered more than a 
predetermined amount of times; 

wherein said security identification code is compared or 
operated upon in any of said computer processing and storage 
entities to said access management control means provided on said 

20 storage medium or media to determine the particular user logical 
zone or zones to which the user is allowed access and other 
privileged operations. 

2. The security system in accordance with claim 1 
wherein said means for interface coupling is provided with means 

25 for presenting information and wherein access management control 
means information controlling logical zones and user entity data 
contained within logical zones can be transmitted to any of said 
computer processing and storage entities connected to said 
communications network, whereat designation of logical zones and 

30 information therein can be created, recorded and dynamically 
updated . 

3- The security system in accordance with claim 1, 
wherein said personal accessing device is provided with a means 
for encrypting and decrypting material. 
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4. A security system for granting user entities access 
to materials provided on a storage medium or media, said system 
comprising: 

a computer system including at least one computer and means 
5 for presenting information; 

a storage medium or media capable of erasable or non- 
erasable formatting and recording with stored material into a 
plurality of information storage and retrieval and management 
control and user entity material logical zones, each of said 

10 logical zones provided with particular material therein, said 
storage medium or media directly provided thereon with an access 
management control means for indicating which of said user 
logical zone or zones on any of said storage medium or media the 
user entity will be allowed to access and perform selective 

15 privileged operations of reading, writing, replacing, deleting, 
modifying and communicating based upon access request information 
provided to the system by the user, said access management 
control means provided in each said storage medium or media at 
a location remote from, and non-contiguous with, said user 

20 logical zones; 

means in each said computer system for selectively reading 
material provided in said plurality of logical zones as well as 
material provided in said access management control means of said 
storage medium or media or for selectively creating, modifying 

25 or deleting logical zones and selectively reading, writing, 
replacing, deleting, modifying and communicating the content of 
material provided in said plurality of logical zones as well as 
material provided in said access management control means of said 
storage medium or media; 

30 a personal accessing device; 

means for providing interface coupling for exchanging 
information between said personal accessing device and said 
computer system, said personal accessing device containing a 
security identification code, to enable said personal accessing 

35 device to be in communication with said computer system for 
transmitting said security identification code to said computer 
system; 
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wherein, said security identification code is compared to 
or operated upon said access management control means provided 
on said storage medium or media to determine the particular user 
logical zone or zones to which the user is allowed access for 
5 purposes of selective privileged operations based upon the 
content and storage requirements of material provided in said 
user logical zones. 

5. The security system in accordance with claim 4, 
wherein said personal accessing device is provided with a means 

10 for encrypting and decrypting material. 

6. The system in accordance with claim 1 in which said 
personal accessing device incorporates a means of selective 
transaction monitoring and data collection of usage of logical 
zone material comprising items such as type of material accessed, 

15 type of operations performed, grade of service, initiation and 
disablement and termination of service and time and frequency of 
usage. 

7. The system in accordance with claim 2 in which said 
personal accessing device incorporates a means of selective 

20 transaction monitoring and data collection of usage of logical 
zone material comprising items such as type of material accessed, 
type of operations performed, grade of service, initiation and 
disablement and termination of service and time and frequency of 
usage. 

25 8. The system in accordance with claim 4 in which said 

personal accessing device incorporates a means of selective 
transaction monitoring and data collection of usage of logical 
zone material comprising items such as type of material accessed, 
type of operations performed, grade of service, initiation and 

30 disablement and termination of service and time and frequency of 
usage . 
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9. The system in accordance with claim 6 further 
including a means for billing the user based upon interrogating 
said personal accessing device to determine history of usage. 

10. The system in accordance with claim 7 further 
5 including a means for billing the user based upon interrogating 

said personal accessing device to determine history of usage. 

11. The system in accordance with claim 4 further 
including a means for billing the user based upon interrogating 
said personal accessing device to determine history of usage. 

10 12. The system in accordance with claim 1 further 

including a means for billing the user based upon interrogating 
said personal accessing device to determine history of usage. 

13. The system in accordance with claim 8 further 
15 including a means of transferring selective transaction monitor- 
ing and data collection information onto the access management 
control logical zones of the storage medium or media for physical 
return or electronic interrogation to retrieve billing and usage 
history information. 

20 14. A method of granting user access to, and informa- 

tion management and control over material provided on a storage 
medium or media, with a means for reading or reading and writing 
on said storage medium or media connected to a computer system 
including at least one computer having means for presenting 

25 information, said storage medium or media containing one or a 
plurality of information management control and user material 
logical zones, comprising the steps of: 

assigning security identification codes to all users allowed 
access to the storage medium or media; 

30 preparing access management control means for indicating to 

which of said user logical zone or zones a particular user is 
allowed access and selective privileged operations corresponding 



WO 94/00936 



PCT/US92/05022 



32 

to said security identification code or codes, said access 
management control means provided in a personal accessing device; 

encrypting access management control means and user material 
and recording said encrypted access management control means and 
5 user material directly on the storage medium or media by using 
any type or combination of types of encryption/decryption 
methods ; 

enabling said personal accessing device by utilizing the 
user's correct personal identification code; 

10 transmitting a starter program stored in said personnel 

accessing device or in a means for providing interface coupling 
for exchanging information between said personal accessing device 
and said computer system or on the storage medium or media to 
said computer system and fetching search and retrieval programs 

15 stored on said storage medium or media to said personal accessing 
device; 

determining if said search and retrieval programs are 
encrypted; 

decrypting said search and retrieval programs, if appropri- 

20 ate; 

requesting the directories of the user logical zone or zones 
to be transmitted from said storage medium or media to said 
personal accessing device based upon information provided in said 
secure user management means; 
25 determining if said requested directories are encrypted; 

decrypting said requested directories if they are encrypted; 

displaying said requested directories on said means for 
visually presenting information; 

requesting and transmitting to said personal accessing 
30 device the user material stored on said storage medium or media 
in the user's privileged logical zone or zones based upon said 
requested directories; 

decrypting said user material in said personal accessing 
device; and 

35 transmitting the decrypted material back to the computer for 

use. 
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15. The method in accordance with claim 14 further 
including the steps of disabling said personal accessing device 
if an incorrect personal identification code is entered more than 
a predetermined number of times. 

5 16. The method in accordance with claim 15 further 

including the step of initiating one or more alarms if an 
incorrect personal identification code is entered. 

17. The method in accordance with claim 14, wherein 
said search and retrieval programs are decrypted in said personal 

10 accessing device. 

18. The method in accordance with claim 14, wherein 
said requested directories are decrypted in said personal 
accessing device. 

19. The method in accordance with claim 14, further 
15 including the step of assigning the user logical zone or zones 

to which a particular user is granted selective privileged 
operations upon the content and zone storage requirements for 
specific user logical zones, based upon the security identifica- 
tion code assigned to each user. 

20 20. The method in accordance with claim 14, further 

including the step of determining which operational privileges 
the authorized user has been assigned, based upon the security 
identification code assigned to each user. 

21. The method in accordance with claim 14, wherein all 
25 of the material provided on said storage media or medium is 

encrypted using any type or combination of types of encryp- 
tion/decryption methods. 

22. The method in accordance with claim 14, wherein new 
user material is encrypted within said personal accessing device 
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and transmitted to, and stored in the appropriate logical zone 
or zones on said storage medium or media • 

23. The method in accordance with claim 21 , wherein 
said encrypted material is transmitted to said personal accessing 

5 device, and then decrypted in said personal accessing device 
using an encryption key stored in said personal accessing device 
for each of said logical zones, said decrypted material being 
retransmitted to the computer for use* 

24. The method in accordance with claim 23, wherein 
10 material provided in the user's logical zone or zones is 

dynamically and remotely updated. . 

25. The method in accordance with claim 24 wherein only 
updated material belonging to a particular user's privileged 
logical zone or zones is encrypted /decrypted in the user's said 

15 personal accessing device using the user's encryption/decryption 
key or keys and then transmitted to the computer system for 
recording in the secure storage medium or media. 

26. The method in accordance with claim 25, wherein the 
computer system is provided as part of a communications network. 
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